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274 Grantham (Th., native of Lincolnshire ; 
Curate of High-Barnet, near London) A | 
Marriage Sermon, or a Wife and no Wife, 
4to, unbound, Reprinted at London, 1681 6s 

A curious specimen of clerical buffoonery. 
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; Reaper, "I 
IS Sermon was more disfi- 
gured than David's Ser- 


Ee 


2ants were hy Haruan, when 


«© | be ſbaved off the one half of 2; 
= -- their Beards , and cut off 
their Garments im the middle, even to their . 
Buttocks.- 2 Sam. 10. 4. $0 1 

| cut, ſo ridiowulouſly mangled was this Sermon,” * 
_ that when, T ſaw it, T could not tell whether I 
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anders of the Times ; ſo. comes | 
” art ths little W os « ambitious only Lo 
be a Saver, which if thy Diſcretion in Juag- 4 
F ings will ſtrive to make, I ſball be thine, o 

--eiſe hald'ther bike one of thaſe, who condemmes — = | 
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GEN. 29. Verle 25. 


And it came to paſs, that in the Morning behold it Was. 
Leah. "And he ſaid unto Laban , What is this 
thou haſt done unto me? Did not'T ſerve with thee 
Tf Rae | ? Whereis they haſt thou begpiled me 2 


N hs Text you may obſer7e 2 Conjundion: 
A Hind a Diviſion: A Conjundion, here are 
"two together that ſhould be aſunder, Jacob” 
and Leahy, and in the Morning behold it was 
: Leah. A Diviſion; here are two afunder. 
'.” that ſhould be rogether, Facob and Rachel: - 

and firſt' of the Conjunttion, as fitteſt for this ſealon/and- 
opportunity ; you have ſeen the quality of 'this- Con- * 
jun&ton, it was att ill Conjunction, a great deal of deceit. 
in it; and where is there a Conjundtion, a Marriage, but * 
there is deceit in it? And-leſt this deceit ſhould caule a: 
ſeparation, the Church bindeth -them rogether before” 
_ God and Man, for better for worle, for richer for poorer.” 

And unleſs this courſe were taker, how foon - would 
there be a partition ,, their qualities being almoſt as dif- 
ferent as Heaven ang Hell; as the good/Angels and the . 
bad.  Nabal and Abigail , Nabal a Fool an Churl, and' 
of ſo bale a diſpoſition , ſuch a "Man: of Belial, that 
his own: ſervants ſaid, « man could not tell how ro ſpeak 
to him And fhe, a kind complemental Woman fell at Da- 
} vid'sfoet, > diag to wafhthe feet of bis Servants. Da-- 
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| © -vidand Michal, Michal a ſcoffing woman; deriding David 
for dancing before the Art, and he a man after. God's own 
heart,. Socrates with Xantippe, ſhe is like a Quotidian Apuc, 
or at the beſt ſhe is like Saws evil ſpirit that comes too 
often upon him. XMoſes and Zipporah, ſhe a terrible fiery wo- 
; tian Thok art a bloody husband to me,ſaith ſhe, and Moſes 
- the meekeſt man above all the men of theearth. The lear- 
j -ned diſtinguiſh a fourfold deceit in Marriage, the firſt is 
error perſons, when Leah is given inſtead of Rachel, one 


and nullifie Marriage; for in Marriage there is a mutual 


wall ſome fay, is it poſlible that Jacob (who wes: rs 


by his brotherEſas.Is he not rightly called Jacob? for he hath 
ſupplanted me theſe two times of my airchright and bleſ- 
fing. He was ſo grave, lo arch a ſupplanter,thatheeoutd 


thongh his father told him it was the yoice of Jacob, yet he 
preſle | 

ſay, that man is an excellent Hocws-Pocrs, excellentin Leger- 
demain, and ſlight of hand, that can deceive one that looks 


ved, for I may take that which is Pictured to be lively and 
real,but my hearing,my feeling,cannot be fo eafily deceivid. 
Thomas would not believe his ſeeing,his bearing,but when 


he cried out, A4y Lord and my God, And now I ſuppoſe you 
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ceit wasthus.,ſo/ent olim ſponſe obvelata facie traducs ad tot 


Sf 
by 
%. 
- "Sf > : 2. : Pf . k he 2 5 4. : 4 _ « COAEAISESY £ 
vb 2 PL K ; . A - 4: 97 re #.. Ox .- + -S 4 TI G - fs ., - Roy, * AE ITS, 
"2 Pot” IE ns bY OO Hes Bs Go Re WI 8 5 ES IVES «a the : I0O+ 
MITE {2 ©, ATE IF S 


8 


party for another, as to Facob, and this miſtake doth hinder - - 


'- - loveandceonſentoneto another, but thisis not where Leah - 
45 given inſtead of &achel,and therefore no Marriages But. 


man) ſhould be fo deceived ? He was noted for &ſupplanter 


decelye his father although his voyce betrayed him,and al- 
d him to-bleſs him inſtead of his brother Eſau. We 


upon. him. But he that can deceive the hearing, and the”: 
feeling, he is far more excellent : My-ight may bedecei- : | 


Hecame to feeliog,to lay his hand on ourSayiours ſide;then | 
are ready.to ask, how this ſubtil man was deceiv/deThede-. 


maritalem pudorss cauſa: lg thole days the Bridescameyeilrd : 
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and masked to their Mattiege Beds for modeſty ſake;and it 
was a ſign.of Modeſty to be filent. . And thus much for the 
firſt deceit, which is error perſove, a miſtake of the perſon, 
as this text repreſents to you. There is another deceit, which 
is error qualitatis, when a man takes, as he thinks he hath, 
one thrifty, honeſt, fair, and ſhe proves a painted whoriſh, 
liquoriſh ſlut. And this deceit is general.for many women 
ſhew like the Z2yptian Temples, very beautiful withour, 
and built, and adorned with precious ſtones, ſaith Lucien, 
but if yott ſeek what God they worſhip within, you ſhall 
find him. to be a Cat, or a Goat, or an Ape, or ſome-ſuch 


” ridiculous ill-favoured creature: ſo,many women,although 


they be fair and beautiful without, are full of many vani- 
ties, fickle, unconſtant, laſcivious affetions : Many a man 
thinks he hath a Saint, when he hath a Devil, a fair wo- 
man, when ſhe is a painted plaiſtered faced Jeſabe/ ; I will 


5 |- _not ſpeak of theſe painted Tombs and Sepulchres, beauti- 


ful without, but loathſom within, theſe Apples of Sodom, 
that ſeem fair to. the ſight, but at the leaſt touch they fall 


to duſt : So the leaſt approaching diſcovers the corruption 


of thee creatures, ſo great is their corruption it corrupts., « 
the ſweeteſt perfumes, and makes them loathſom as them-. 
ſelves: but I will not rake any longer in this unſayory duxg- 
hill. There are two othererrors, or deceits in Marriage, as 
error conditionis, and error fortune: But let them pals, for 
fear I ſhould-run into the errour of being tedious to this 
aſſembly. I come now to thediviſion,or ſeparation ; there is 
diſcovery of an ill.conjun&fion, therefore I will caſt my.me- 


F tiO5u Tirfls upo@'this appearance, or diſcovery of this 
Fo conjunction :, &s / 


Junctl I” the morning hold it was Leah. There is 
many a man ſleeps with Z-4and thinks it is Rachel,there is 


many 2 man {9 blinded in-his love and affetion.that he is as 


ch or more miſtaken in the qualities of his Wife, that. if 
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Facob was in the perſon of Zeab: Many-a man thinks he - ©; 
hath a wife thaf loves him,when ſhe cares not for him;and F 
he may think that ſhe is fighing and forrowing in his ab- :: 
ſence, when ſhe is revelling-and dancing. You may read 
_ 'Pro.7.18. there's a woman ſpeaks toa man in her husband's 
abſence to take his fill of love with her :he(may be)thinks, 
ſhe is weeping in his abſeace, when ſhe is tumbling in her 
perfumed bed,as you may read there,Yerſe 17. 7 have perfu- 
med my bed with Myrrhe, Aloes, and Cinamon, 1have decked 
it with Coverings of Tapeitry, and fine Linnen of Egypt: No 
queſtion this woman embraces ther husband + $68 he IJ 
— comes home, and he_.diſcoyers nothing : For the way of - '}, 
| an' whoriſh woman (as Solomon (aith) #s like the flight of a | 
Bird in the Air, like the paſſage of a Ship, upon the Sea, like a | 
Serpent creeping into 4 Rock : No ſign of the Birds flying.of | 
the Serpents creeping, of the Ships paſſage. es 
Look upon- Joſeph's Miltrefs, ſhe hath his Coat to ſhew |} 
for honeſty,Ecce ſigrthuam, Behold the Coat of this Hebrew : Did - } 
Sampſon think thoſe hands. would have clipped his locks, F 
that had ſo often embraced his body? Some raſh men do -; 4 
maintain,that the reaſon why men think there are ſo many © 
"good women, is, becauſe they.are ſo blind and ignoraat | 
' themſelves; if they had but theeyes of the wile,to lee with -+ 
Solomon's eyes, may be they would ſay, There was not one Þ 
$00d of a thouſand,and he had told them one by one. And | 
0w does Solomon define 4 good woman * Juſt as the Philo- 4- 
ſopher does, Facmuum ex ſuppoſits quod detur , if there bea $F 
F armm,it is Locus non repletus torpore ; if there be,or ſhall e- - Þ 

ver be ſuch a thing in the world as a good woman,then ſhe - 

is this and that, ſhe is like a Merchant's Ship that bringeth 

her food from far : and what df greater value! ſhe is liks to 
precious Jewels, ſhe is like tothem, bur there is nane like | 
to her, none of equal value with her, _ S-/omon ſaith, She is  * 
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__bigh'a1d. grear diviſion, 7b begins ro word it, ro fallt 
. terms Wich Zaban, (whois his Maſter) hat is this thou 


» pr. -_- by _ 5 2 n ” 
_ 7% RISES WORTH ww 2? ok AER” 
SH F = s >a "LP 
” - 


> I att (RE 
$74. cali oi 
* " Y "i . 


7. F a. 
ory of her Harband, Faith 
er Servants 'in docs 
and: | 
of thirBleffing, /ncreaſe werent 1.6 without her: then it - 


crows trher Hurband, fbe tr the gl 
Se. Paul, the very Scarlet. ſhe cloa ervat 
ſkew her honodrable, God himſelf calls ter an helper 
ſach a.helper ſhe is, that man could not have been cap 


was the Seed of the Woman that brake the Serpems head : She 
was Dejpara, ſhe broughtforth 4 God, and hereT wilf be 
bold” to fay out of the due honour to that Sex, rhat there 
have been Women have deſerved theſe praiſes of So/ermor : 
What was that Eftber 7 thatCherubin of the Church,under 
whoſe. Wings it was ſafe: The Papiſts call the Virgin 
Mary, Regina Cell, Queen of Heaven, and they pray to her 


ro command our Saviour, Mater impera Filio, Mather com- - 
mand thy Son, the hath more Churches dedicated tq her 


chan our Saviour, than all.the Trinity, although ſhe paid 
her Fioe in Mik, but He in Blood, ( as a great Divine 
fairh.JHow happy hath this Kingdom been under a Queen, 
there are many eyes now living thar hath ſcenit,and nor's 
man bur knows it; I need nor inftance in particulars the 


| ele Lady and her Sifter, ro whom St. Job» writ, Priſcilla 


able ro inform a learned Mani 4poter in the Scriprure* 
Theſe women were highly honoured by that Apoſtle call'd 
from Heaven, Greet Prifcitla a»d4 Aquila, &-. 16.3, Aquile 


and Priſcilla ſalute you,x Cor.16.19.S4lte Priſcilla and fiepen- 
h,z Tim. 4.19. Priſcilla went with him into Syria, Af, 18.18. © 
and thus much forthe diſcovery,how long may aman wer : ow 
th- | 


before he knows with whom,or what the is heſleeps with- 


all, before he knows whether it be Leh or Rachel, Tam - 


comic now to the diviſion or ſepagation, and you ſee iris a 
os to word it, ro fall ts 


baff' done unto me. Did not 1 ſerve with thee' for Rachel © 
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apd-a whore is odious to the children of.Gad,the was eicher 


robe burnr,ar to be (kaned. Then the wrong done tO Rachel, - 
beg deceiv'd of a. CTR Thes hobowghe keher 


comes $ marred; in,but he'is Np of IE NTNg pRek 6s can- 
RK our: then rs action of Laban was Ayer toſet the 
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Fs [1 Tk then Ky charges hee wen 
Jacob. if, he had had bur one, he would never have pe 
farther : God. made. but. one for Adam, and Lamech was _ 
firſt that had, trwo;wives,and he had no more than two,and 
ha wot he poſterity of C4/#,and owgejnags. / 

; And from Aer to 4 6 ar NONE © fe f[terity of 
$614 had more than one wife {that we read of) they two 


7 one flcſh, and how can that beaf a mar have many. 


5? 'God made only male. and female,and he took bur 
ne Rib; and made of one Ribqne Wonman, not many. I 
ill not ſay, it.was a fin x0 baye many wives, for I *7F It 


{9 he he loveth, and another that he hateth, and there the Las, 
peaks of both their Sons as legitimate. Dew#. 1 7, 17. Fhe 
Foes does forbid the.King to have ma ag Wives whigh whigh ma 
raw away, his mind :. and.St. Aggu/ti3e (upon that place 


Gith, permiſſum off Regi habere plures Uxores non Plurimas, 


he: may haye more than -one or 5w9s but not ag 


bo | 
; x = N 4's + # 4 s + 


F. ere very.man 7 fel. Z«ce4 by. iC- 
| core ME eailfok: F: an nl Was Wie: 


by the fa- 


D of 
itz the Law. Dewt. 21, 5. if 4 Man have two Wives, one. 
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- cob4 wag'it not'a great kindng 
that had coitzened his Fathe 


- ſpirits; 06 a-bed of: Violets withia ſerpent, burtook updn 
Leah ſhe's more moderate, readereyd;fhewillbeweepitrg 


| like Dina, Leah is tender cy'd; and the wind will hurt he 
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| Jehoiade' that: was 2 moſt holy-Prieft;/took'tws Wivesfhr Bj 


King feb, 2 Chron. 24.-3. But methinks-I hear:ſonts-fay, 
' Labaxis:unjuſtly condemn'd for dealing ſ6 tricly with:Fus 
is 10 Labes to take'Facob?fucab 
. cheMhis Brother,and: to truſt'bim 
with his flock, and then it was a kindneſs that he gavehim 
his daughter, and for ought I know the better of the'two, 


the faireſt-is'nor always the beſt, beautiful Rachel fold Fethh - 
' for Mandrakes, whereas blear-ey'd:Seah boughthintafd 
-went out: to: meet: him, Gey. 30.16. i Tenderey/diLewb wull 


be weeping at my misfortunes, when beautiful;Raihel ill 


- be laughing with-another-+ 4brahew went in danger with 
beautiful $2744, but: F4cob livethy:ſ(ecure:withitenderey'd 
' Leah: Rachel ftole her firhersgodsjand could-Roherfacher 
- and husbadig quartel thewhile;zwhenZ2 4b was cominmuaily 
' weeping: Rechel:will be impatienc if ſhe have not-whathe 
deſires, give we Children or elſe1dye:: Andwharis beauty 


with ſuch diſquietneſs; but /like's fair Houſe haunted with 


inſteadof ſcolding; Rachel will'be fabject to-be-wan 


weninnt ſpettantur\ut ipſe; they delight to be looked ups 
whatare theſe many fancies in-theirdreſſings bur foimany 


-ſigns t0:iovite' a:than to:Inn-there:if he pleaſe, whereks 


the _ elſe-bad gone; or his ways: what does: the 
Fowler-whiſtle for but: to:catch:the Bird;and fachtis the 
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' _ _ <you--- But will fomeTay; why: do you maintath blear-ey'd; 
' . Zeah againſt beautiful Rechel? Leah's fault was grear in ly- 
+ 40g with Faceb, TothisI anſwer,fornicatian was held.no (10: 
- | amonglt the Genreles;; andahe Churchof Rowe holds, forn:- 
ceatimem notveem, that ifw-'mani keeps conſtantly to one- 
women it is no fin; And-here let no man bEharſh againſt: 
Leah, for ſhe is.tender ey'd, and can weep tears enough to. 
| . waſh away her-fin,tears enough towathour Saviours feer : 
- - " Alas{be not harſh @gainit her,ſheis blear-ey'd:already,and 
-*  - momuch weeping Willmake herblind;-what if Zeab have. 
*ablemiſhintheeye of her body, yet her.uaderftanding,the: 
- 16-0 ogent beclearand-beautiful, and if: men: con-- | 
+Hider- rightly, the greateſt-deformity:and:blemiſh:iniawo- * } * 
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- activ, tobe blear-ey'd-in hevutuderianding, tomiſtake a. 
_ + man'saRions,not to {ee themclearly:if herhusbaod be foci-- 
- ible, then he is given to drunkenne(s;if filent, then he harh - 
-no-diſcourſ in him; ifmerty,not that gravity that becomes. | 
;hie ; if ;he-pur ot himelf upon hard adventures to raiſe. | 
:kis fortunes, be is diſquiered/; and jf he do, and 'befoyled, 
hen the ee mg OT open of the under- 0 | 
 Randing, lettbe othereye be as clearasChryſtal, if this be. 
blemid;thereis no joy. BoroughrT know;this Labar;this: 
Itlolater,iball riſe up agaiaftmany.Chrifizes: How uſual is 
| it, farmanya man ca mike fair promiſes,no promile a man. 
- -  Rechel,hetball bave thts and thet, andany thing his heart: 
| .candefire if he will ſerve them;bur-when a-rman hath done- 
all be-van, they will pur Zeab -upan tm; ſome blear-ey'd. 
_  ynbandiome thing, upon | 
-look, heſhall fiad tro 
Re6h: 
4heis, Ml 
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\ooodaels tl EA” bn 1d” fora | 
. Jacob a little wrong, 'yet.he had: ſo-mnch mildaed; g 
. neſs, and gentlity, as he did ſuffer. Face to-lpeakt co: him 
. and totell-him-of ig, #hy heft then beguilcd me this Now 
there ar& rich men; if they. Ty Mana. dilpieature, 
will note told of it; nay,.#f 3poor man crulta rich man. 
- wirh money, if he be notdifoota tagive it,or iSuowilling, 
will, be: angry * the. poor nas 28K. it, and:do him-all the- 
 Miſchief.rhatmay be;and whas ist his-butlike theeves thar: 
.do not-only.cob a man; bus: biadaman goo, and gag him 
.that he hall not ſpeak, or like Rogues that murther a man; 
| becauſe. they ſhall. not.berray them: GodFend me to deal. 
"FF. © with Labes, ohh an Idglater,.I.fhall pntla man that [ dare 
| por 0 kiball find:g mate that BANS Ovens Leeh;that. Thi. 
vill temeſomehing and cauſn ;meof all... - | 
complain'd ofhis Vineyard, that wheo he had takion: 
| -&geeatdeal of pains with it, it brought forch wild Grapes, | 
M L666-Labruſins behold wild Grapes plain enpugh to be ſeen... © 
} ae yore if I: ſhould* ſhow wp, the world wit an Ecreuthic =” 


| bur men: ould: "I the: e Ju neng. that Deviddid. 
| upon: the © meh. map. wig took the * Poor man's Lamb, And. 
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- Thus you ſee how'Go ol worn fin inthe-ſameadyinthe 
fame partziitheſarms kind,” Time mr give me.leave 
Fw nin {lgeps withiZaah; ivich 
-— p deformed fins g blinded in-fin-and dark- 
nels; 'thinks/it 45 Rave, oe beauriful)»and-loves it en- 
tirelygrill themmorini ht of God's grage ariſe, and then 
»he ſees the Has 4 is (ih, how blearey'd it is, how 
"l-favourdAhdinow let every-mandonſider how. we. are 
all @rvants ro:Gods: andxye ſerve hin for -8zhe/, forifome 
-pleaſant- _ is delight in; as: the Apoſtles dreamr-of a 
Kingdom,;if if pleaſe God togive us Zeab,inſteadof Rachel, 
$0 give us that whiohplealettyas not lo well; let us be con- 
:cedt with it andervehimion it}, hewill ar the laſt give us 
Rachel,we ſhaſkbe married to Kit towhomareall j joys,ſuch 
:as Bye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heavd; neither bath it entered'into 
the Heart of Manto conceive. To which God of his'mercy 
bring us: ''To God: vhe Father, God ogy as 6:G6E the 
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7, upon Jouch, Lecture 18. 2.12.38... Inn two things;the 
a&, the defg&t, good-and bad; hechath it from:che-Schools; 
as'you:may.read'ahere::'Redd:the ſame Te#; prngor in: 
Advſtery, the combinarion of the Adultereriis alicid,vhe 
Treature good. © Anſelme;' ae cſi Diabol#, Every Creature 
of God. is good., exs & boyun converrntur , Adultery 
nought 3. Thou [bal not, commit Adultery, In Drunkenneſs, 
SaFigty, that is goods#? 55, notgead for Mants he alone g Drun- 
kennels nought, webe,ta# atriſe up.carty to follow, Drun- 
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